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	GENERAL CARE INSTRUCTIONS FOR BONSAI



Location

· Bonsai are not generally plants that are kept indoor; however they can be brought indoors for a few days at a time without too many problems.  Figs are much hardier than others in this regard. Location, along with watering, are the two most important points in keeping your trees alive.

· Keep in full sun (preferably) or part shade (preferably from afternoon sun), or under the shelter of a tree or patio, particularly if daily watering is a problem.

· Water daily in summer, reducing to once every two to three days in winter or during rainy periods.

· Like all containerised plants, bonsai should not be kept too wet or allowed to dry out completely. Most bonsai are lost through either over/under watering. Ensuring the top soil is moist and free draining most of the time will keep your plant well. A soak for 30 mins to the pot rim every now and then is a good way to ensure that the soil does not have any spots that stay too dry and counts as a water for that day.

Pruning

· As growth mainly takes place from spring through to autumn, pruning should be carried out as required during this period.

· Pruning consists of allowing the branches to grow 4 or 5 sets of leaves, then nipping them back to 1 or 2 sets of leaves, to a leaf or a bud pointing in the direction you want the branch to take (usually downwards). 

· Conifers and pines are pruned differently to deciduous and evergreen trees.  Pruning of pines is a specialised subject and not usually recommended to beginners. Conifers are usually pinch pruned and more reading is recommended for this.

Re-potting

· The optimum time for re-potting most bonsai is in spring, just before growth commences after winter dormancy.

· Re-potting is usually done every 2-3 years, depending on the age of the tree.  

· At the time of re-potting the roots are usually teased out and pruned by one third.  It is regular root pruning and re-potting which keeps a tree healthy.

Wiring

· Aluminium or copper wire is used to shape branches and trunks.

· Wiring should be removed before it bites into the branchlets, because wire scarring is difficult to grow out. This can be as soon as a couple of months after the initial wiring, or as long as 1-2 years, depending on age and the growing conditions of the tree.  

· Most initial wiring of a young tree should be removed within a few months and if the branch moves (i.e. if they have not set properly) you can apply wire again for a few months that should correct the problem.

Fertilising

· Fertilising can take place from spring through to autumn.  Most products are suitable:  granulated fertilisers such as Osmocote 9 month or Nutricote; liquid fertilisers such as fish emulsion or Charlie Carp; seaweed extract such as Maxicrop; or organic fertiliser such as Dynamic Lifter.

· Always make sure the soil is moist before applying fertilisers and water in well afterwards.

For assistance with your trees contact Illawarra Bonsai Society, website: www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org

President: Brenda 0412 384 834 or Secretary: Julie 0403 863 121
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