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	STARTING YOUR BONSAI TOOLBOX



Discover the wonderfully addictive, obsessive, frenzied, captivating, and wacky world of bonsai. Below is a cheat’s guide to basic bonsai tools. The cheat’s hit list will provide you all the ammunition you need to get started in bonsai at a budget to allow some plants to be purchased.

BASE WIRES

Although we would all like to have every gauge of wire available, the base wire gauges that you need to carry are 1mm, 2mm & 3mm. You can start with the small 100gm packs if you chose.

After these probably the most important gauges will be governed by the size and development of your bonsai but probably 1.5mm, 2.5mm and then 3.5mm would be the next purchases required, most likely in that order.

BASE TOOLS & SUBSTITUTES

There are four main tools that are used in a bonsai kit:  these are the branch cutter, leaf pruner, wire cutters and jinning pliers. Less expensive options are also available and include:

Pruners/Secateurs

Obviously a good pair that is used elsewhere in the garden could also be used for your bonsai. If none exist then once again getting a cheap pair and maintaining them will suffice. You can use these for pruning those bigger branches that the scissors won’t do. You can even use them to give a clean cut to larger roots, after slicing the root ball and using the chopsticks/fork to remove some of the excess soil.

Pruning/Gardening scissors

There really are some great sets of gardening scissors out there that will suffice for root pruning, small branch cutting and general duties such as cutting flyscreen/drainage hole covers. Ones with plastic coated grips/handles are best and get two pairs- one for roots and one for the other functions.

Cutting/Electrical pliers

Not quite as good as wire cutters but with a steady hand these can get that wire you left on the bonsai for just a little too long as well as cut through that 5mm wire for the big project. Don’t let the purists know but they even work on branches!

Long nose or Stub nose pliers– These are great for tying plants in pots, cutting wire for wiring, jinning pliers or even making those eye glasses (wire ties) for wiring into pots.

Chopstick

Great for settling the soil around your new creation, removing soil at repotting, twisting wire to get that branch just a little lower and making your “eye glasses” ties as well.

Bread knife

Who needs an expensive pruning saw for those root balls when you have the old bread knife. They’re easy to use and easy to clean.

Bent fork

An absolute must for the kit. Bend a fork at both ends about 2cms from each end. The handle end will form a small firmer for soil, while the former eating end will also lightly compact soil even around roots. The major use of the pronged end though is for teasing the soil from the roots and I still use these for repotting even now. The fork end is quite spectacular for this function and you have good control of the soil removed.

Further items to consider

A turntable, chocks/blocks to help with assessing various angles for the tree, an apron (if you’re the messy type), a water sprayer to wet the soil for the moss and to spray roots to stop them drying out and to mist the foliage, disposable gloves if you are working with muck, repotting or if you are allergic to junipers, a notebook and pen to record the instructor’s advice.
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